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continue in the years ahead to promote the 
cause of equality and opportunities for our 
young people to pursue productive, fulfilling 
lives. I ask you and my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the Martin Luther King Ob-
servance Committee of Morristown, especially 
the chairwoman, Dr. Felicia Jamison, as they 
celebrate 40 dedicated years of serving our 
community. 
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ESPIONAGE TRIAL AGAINST 
SEVEN LEADERS OF THE IRA-
NIAN BAHA’I COMMUNITY 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, Monday’s 
Washington Post featured a story about seven 
leaders of the Baha’i community who are fac-
ing ‘‘trial behind closed doors in Tehran.’’ 

The U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom rightly called the trial a 
‘‘sham.’’ The U.S. State Department issued a 
statement strongly condemning the Iranian 
government’s decision to commence the espi-
onage trial against seven leaders of the Ira-
nian Baha’i community: Mrs. Fariba 
Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin Khanjani, Mr. Afif 
Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie, Mr. Behrouz 
Tavakkoli, Mr. Vahid Tizfahm and Mrs. 
Mahvash Sabet. 

After 20 months in prison these individuals 
finally had their first court appearance on Jan-
uary 12. According to the Baha’i International 
Community Iranian authorities have notified 
the lawyers of seven imprisoned Baha’i lead-
ers that the next session of their trial will be 
held on February 7. 

They spent their first year in prison without 
formal charges or access to lawyers, in viola-
tion of Iranian law. And now, the stakes are 
getting even higher for members of this minor-
ity faith. 

A recent state-sponsored media campaign 
levied false accusations against the Baha’is 
claiming this religious group incited the latest 
protests in the Iran. This is a regime that is 
scared of its own people and desperately look-
ing to redirect public discontent. 

Sadly, we should not be surprised by these 
actions. The government of Iran’s gross viola-
tions of religious freedom are well-documented 
and long-standing including the execution of 
over 200 Baha’i leaders since 1979, the dese-
cration of Baha’i cemeteries and places of 
worship and the violent arrest and harassment 
of members of the Baha’i faith. 

The U.S. must continue to work with our 
partners to speak with one voice about inex-
cusable human rights violations that are occur-
ring in Iran. We must continue to speak out for 
due process and a fair trial for these seven 
Baha’i leaders. 

The world cannot turn a blind eye to this re-
gime’s persecution of its own people. 

CELEBRATING 30TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF SONG TRIBUTE TO DR. MAR-
TIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H. Res. 
1010, Celebrating the life and work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. during the 30th anniversary 
of the Stevie Wonder song tribute to Dr. King, 
‘‘Happy Birthday,’’ introduced by my distin-
guished colleague from Michigan, Representa-
tive CONYERS. The first Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Federal holiday was officially observed on 
January 20, 1986, and was celebrated with a 
concert headlined by Stevie Wonder, who has, 
in the years since, continued his commitment 
to promoting peace and equality, for which he 
has been recognized with a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the National Civil Rights Mu-
seum in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Stevie Wonder encouraged the establish-
ment of a Federal holiday in recognition of Dr. 
King on his album sleeve for ‘‘Hotter Than 
July’’ by expressing that, ‘‘I and a growing 
number of people believe that it is time for our 
country to adopt legislation that will make Jan-
uary 15, Martin Luther King’s birthday, a na-
tional holiday, both in recognition of what he 
achieved and as a reminder of the distance 
which still has to be traveled.’’ The tribute 
song ‘‘Happy Birthday,’’ became a rallying cry 
that led to 6,000,000 signatures supporting a 
Federal holiday in honor of civil rights leader 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Legislation desig-
nating the third Monday of January as a Fed-
eral holiday in observance of Dr. Marin Luther 
King, Jr. occurred on November 3, 1983, was 
signed into law. This campaign secured a 
Federal holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. lasted for fifteen years with the 1980 
Stevie Wonder song solidified the campaign’s 
success. 

The life and work of Dr. King, to advance 
justice, equality, and peace for an entire 
human race ended prematurely when he was 
assassinated in Memphis, Tennessee, on April 
4, 1968, while he was challenging the wages 
and treatment of Memphis sanitation workers. 
Four days after the assassination of Dr. King, 
on April 8, 1968, Representative JOHN CON-
YERS, JR. introduced legislation to recognize 
civil rights leader Dr. King with a Federal holi-
day coinciding with his birthday on January 
15, 1929. 

Stevie Wonder dedicated his album sleeve 
for ‘‘Hotter Than July,’’ an album released on 
September 29, 1980, and upon which ‘‘Happy 
Birthday’’ is recorded, to Dr. King, with an in-
scription that read, ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr. 
showed us, non-violently, a better way of life, 
a way of mutual respect, helping us to avoid 
much bitter confrontation and inevitable blood-
shed.’’ On January 17, 2000, for the first time, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was officially 
observed in all fifty states. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a dreamer. 
His dreams were a tool through which he was 
able to lift his mind beyond the reality of his 
segregated society, and into a realm where it 
was possible that white and black, red and 
brown, and all others live and work alongside 
each other and prosper. 

But Martin Luther King, Jr. was not just an 
idle daydreamer. He shared his visions 
through speeches that motivated others to join 
in his nonviolent effort to lift themselves from 
poverty and isolation by creating a new Amer-
ica where equal justice and institutions were 
facts of life. 

It appears that too many of our nation’s 
young people have forgotten how to dream. 
They have forgotten what Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. taught us, when he started his jour-
ney towards equality—with peace in his heart 
and the dream of equality in his eyes. 

Today, children and young people often ask: 
‘‘What is a dream?’’ or ‘‘How can it change my 
life?’’ We must once again introduce our 
young people to the life of Dr. King and his 
enduring dream. His vision is still so pertinent 
today, our lives continue to be shaped by his 
efforts. 

A young Martin managed to find a dream, 
one that he pieced together from his read-
ings—in the Bible, and literature, and just 
about any other book he could get his hands 
on. And not only did those books help him 
educate himself, but they also allowed him to 
work through the destructive and traumatic ex-
periences of blatant discrimination, and the 
discriminatory abuse inflicted on himself, his 
family, and his people. 

The life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was properly captured in Dr. King’s most 
famed speech, ‘‘I Have A Dream,’’ on August 
28, 1963, when he said, ‘‘I have a dream that 
one day this nation will rise up and live out the 
true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal.’ ’’ The legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. is continued today, as evidenced by 
the work of organizations like the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which is currently led 
by Dr. King’s daughter, Bernice King, and was 
at one time led by Dr. King’s son, Martin Lu-
ther King, III. In addition to organizations, the 
legacy of Dr. King continues on today with 
people in the United States and throughout 
the world, with individual acts of compassion, 
courage, and peace. 

This legislation will benefit the well-being of 
the public as it celebrates the life and work of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. during the 30th an-
niversary of the Stevie Wonder tribute song to 
Dr. King. It recognizes the legacy left by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. with commitments to 
freedom, equality, and justice, as exhibited by 
Stevie Wonder and so many others; and fi-
nally, encourages the people of the United 
States to commemorate the legacy of Dr. King 
by renewing pledges to advance those prin-
ciples and actions that are consistent with Dr. 
King’s belief that ‘‘all men are created equal.’’ 
As such, I strongly support this legislation and 
urge my colleagues to join me and do the 
same. 

f 

INAUGURAL SPEECH OF GOV-
ERNOR ROBERT F. MCDONNELL 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 21, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
share with our colleagues the speech new Vir-
ginia Governor Robert F. McDonnell gave at 
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